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NCI Director to Deliver Keynote Address

The National Cancer Institute	 at Frederick

By Maritta Perry Grau

 John E. Niederhuber, M.D., Director 
of the National Cancer Institute, 
will deliver the 
keynote address 
on Thursday, 
May 15, in 
Building 549’s 
auditorium, 
for this year’s 
Spring Research 
Festival.

Dr. Niederhuber 
has made several 
visits to NCI-
Frederick since becoming director in 
2006, most recently with the National 
Cancer Advisory Board (NCAB) in 
2007 (see “Niederhuber and National 
Cancer Advisory Board Visit NCI-

Frederick,” News & Views, July 2007; 
<http://web/campus/publications/
online_newsletter/pdf_download/
NV_July_2007.pdf>).

When asked during a 2006 visit how 
NCI-Frederick could most effectively 
contribute to the broad mission of 
NCI and the country’s initiatives 
in public health, Dr. Niederhuber 
replied, “NCI-Frederick is unique 
in that it is managed as a Federally 
Funded Research and Development 
Contract, which affords þexibility, 
and is a wonderful part of the 
overall package—visionary, risk-
taking” (see “NCI Acting Director 
Niederhuber Visits NCI-Frederick,” 
The Poster, June 2006; <http://web.
ncifcrf.gov/ThePoster/archive/Jun06_
POSTER.pdf>).

He added that NCI-Frederick 
complements NCI’s intramural 
and extramural programs, whose 
scientists beneýt from the ñenablingò 
technologies that we develop here.

Dr. Niederhuber encourages 
NCI-Frederick’s use as a national 
biomedical resource center. “We 
need to develop a way that all these 
resources can be used by other 
grantees—a team could come to 
NCI-Frederick, do research here, 
then take their data back to their 
home environment. I’d like to lessen 
the barriers between intramural and 
extramural partnerships. Developing 
partnerships is very exciting for us,ò 
he said, concluding, “NCI-Frederick 
has a wonderful ability to help 
other institutes. It’s a huge resource 
for the country.” Ė

By Ashley Hartman

With a deadline of May 1 for poster 
presenters, judges, and health education 
and community services exhibitors, the 
12th annual Spring Research Festival 
(SRF) is right around the corner.

A collaborative effort between the 
National Cancer Institute at Frederick 
and the U.S. Army Medical Research 
and Materiel Command at Fort Detrick, 
the SRF, scheduled for May 14 and 
15, will feature presentations from 
scientiýc staff during poster sessions, 
exhibits on the latest technologies, a 
keynote address from NCI’s Director, 
John E. Niederhuber, M.D., health 
and community service exhibits, and 
much more. The festival will take 

place beside the Community Activities 
Center, along Porter Street.

The SRF will include a symposium 
on May 12, titled “Virology: 
From Genetic Vehicles to Human 
Pathogens.” The symposium is 
designed to give postdoctoral fellows 
an opportunity to share their scientiýc 
research with their peers, according to 
Julie Hartman, chair of the festival.

Dr. Barry O’Keefe, Molecular Targets 
Development Program, will give an 
opening talk titled “Novel Antiviral 
Proteins from Natural Product Extracts: 
New Leads for Chemoprevention 
and Therapy.”

The documentary An Inconvenient 
Truth, about Al Gore’s campaign 

to increase awareness about 
global warming, will be shown 
on May 6 and 12. On May 14, 
Dr. Kirk Gustafson, Molecular Targets 
Development Program, will be a 
guest speaker.

Zí Paní will be available for breakfast 
and lunch throughout SRF, and Rita’s 
Italian Ice will have different þavors 
of ice, with all proceeds to go to 
Alexôs Lemonade Stand Foundation 
for Childhood Cancer, <http://www.
alexslemonade.org/>. Ė

A portion of the information in this article was 
taken from the NCI-Frederick Spring Research 
Festival web site: <http://web.ncifcrf.gov/
events/springfest/GeneralInfo.aspx>.
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